
Name:  Betty  Zapata  Gonzales

Native  Fibers  |  Ambassador  of  the  Lambayeque  Brand

Master  textile  artisan  |  Bearer  of  native  cotton  knowledge  |  Representative  of

Her  story  represents  the  union  between  craftsmanship,  memory,  territory,  and  sustainability.  Betty  not  only  makes  textile  

products;  she  keeps  alive  a  cultural  practice  passed  down  through  generations.

Specialty:  Textile  crafts  in  native  cotton.

For  over  16  years,  Betty  has  dedicated  her  life  to  working  with  native  cotton,  an  ancestral  fiber  deeply  connected  to  the  

cultural  heritage  of  Lambayeque  and  the  ancient  civilizations  of  northern  Peru.  Her  work  was  strengthened  by  the  Pro-

Pómac  project,  which  focused  on  native  cotton  cultivation  and  artisanal  production.  This  initiative,  supported  by  Caritas  

Peru,  the  Italian-Peruvian  Fund,  and  Dr.  Carlos  Elera,  promoted  the  productive  and  cultural  revitalization  of  this  native  fiber.  

During  this  time,  Betty  was  elected  president  of  the  "Manos  con  Talento"  (Hands  with  Talent)  Women  Artisans  Association  

for  seven  years,  solidifying  her  community  leadership  focused  on  organizing,  training,  and  empowering  women  artisans.

Website:  https://www.fibrasnativas.com/inicio

Social  networks:

Facebook:  https://web.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100095083917527

Workshop:  Native  Fibers.

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  is  a  master  textile  artisan  from  Lambayeque,  originally  from  the  hamlet  of  Pómac  III,  in  the  district  

of  Pítipo,  province  of  Ferreñafe,  Lambayeque  region.  Her  career  is  deeply  linked  to  the  preservation  of  native  cotton,  the  

transmission  of  traditional  textile  knowledge,  and  the  promotion  of  the  cultural  identity  of  northern  Peru.

1.  General  information

Place  of  origin:  Caserío  Pómac  III,  district  of  Pítipo,  province  of  Ferreñafe,  region  of  Lambayeque,  Peru.

Nationality:  Peruvian

Scope  of  action:  Intangible  cultural  heritage,  traditional  textile  crafts,  native  cotton,  transmission  of  knowledge,  

leadership  of  women  artisans,  cultural  tourism  and  territorial  conservation.

Website:  https://www.fibrasnativas.com/tienda-online

Telephone:  (+51)  979  861  819

2.  Biographical  Profile

Currently,  Betty  leads  the  Fibras  Nativas  workshop,  a  space  for  creation,  learning,  and  safeguarding  Lambayeque's  

textile  heritage.  From  this  workshop,  she  works  with  a  network  of  women  artisans  from  Pómac  and  other  districts  of  

Lambayeque,  promoting  collaborative  work,  generating  family  income,  and  preserving  traditional  knowledge.

Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/fibras.nativas/

Email:  bettyzapata096@gmail.com

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales
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4.  Native  Fibers:  workshop,  memory  and  transmission

The  workshop  is  located  in  the  Pómac  area,  a  territory  of  high  natural  and  cultural  value,  near  the  Pómac  Forest  Historical  

Sanctuary.  This  location  strengthens  Betty's  proposal,  because  it  connects  textile  heritage  with  the  cultural  landscape,  

the  Sicán  memory,  the  dry  forest,  and  the  conservation  of  the  territory.

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales's  career  has  been  built  on  daily  practice,  community  learning,  and  a  connection  to  the  land.  Her  

artisanal  work  focuses  on  the  use  of  native  cotton,  an  ancestral  fiber  of  great  cultural  value  to  Lambayeque.

In  2026,  through  Regional  Management  Resolution  No.  000013-2026-

Through  Fibras  Nativas,  Betty  promotes  traditional  textile  processes  that  include  fiber  preparation,  spinning,  weaving,  

garment  making,  and  artisanal  finishing.  These  practices  allow  native  cotton  to  be  transformed  into  textile  pieces  with  

identity,  symbolic  value,  and  cultural  significance.

These  recognitions  confirm  the  value  of  her  contribution  not  only  as  an  artisan,  but  as  a  cultural  representative  of  

Lambayeque  and  promoter  of  the  living  heritage  of  northern  Peru.

Fibras  Nativas  is  the  artisan  workshop  led  by  Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  in  Pómac  III.  This  space  was  created  as  a  proposal  

aimed  at  preserving  native  cotton,  strengthening  artisanal  work  and  promoting  the  textile  identity  of  Lambayeque.

The  workshop  functions  as  a  space  for  production,  learning,  and  transmission  of  knowledge.

5.  Traditional  knowledge  and  wisdom

Fibras  Nativas  is  not  limited  to  the  production  of  goods.  Its  value  lies  in  the  continuity  of  a  living  practice:  knowing  how  to  

work  with  native  cotton,  understanding  its  history,  respecting  the  time  required  for  the  artisanal  process,  and  transmitting  

the  cultural  significance  of  each  piece.

His  career  has  been  officially  recognized  by  the  Regional  Government  of  Lambayeque.

generations,  strengthens  regional  identity  and  demonstrates  that  crafts  can  be  a  path  to  economic,  social  and  cultural  

development  for  communities.

3.  Craft  and  cultural  trajectory

GR.LAMB/GERCETUR  expressed  recognition  and  congratulations  to  Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  for  her  outstanding  career,  

cultural  contribution,  innovation  and  commitment  to  the  preservation  of  artisanal  traditions,  within  the  framework  of  

Peruvian  Artisan  Day.

In  it,  Betty  shares  knowledge  with  women  artisans,  promotes  the  creation  of  pieces  with  cultural  identity,  and  strengthens  

a  network  of  work  that  contributes  to  the  economy  of  various  families.

Likewise,  in  2025  she  was  recognized  as  Ambassador  of  the  Lambayeque  Brand  through  Regional  Executive  Resolution  

No.  000094-2025-GR.LAMB/GR,  for  her  outstanding  career  in  the  artisan  activity  and  her  contribution  to  the  strengthening  

of  the  regional  cultural  identity.
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•  Preparation  and  artisanal  transformation  of  the  fiber.

•  Recognition  and  appreciation  of  native  cotton  as  an  ancestral  fiber.

7.  Link  with  the  territory  and  conservation

Their  main  areas  of  expertise  include:

•  Techniques  of  spinning,  weaving,  garment  making  and  textile  finishing.

•  Linking  crafts,  cultural  tourism  and  land  conservation.

Her  wisdom  extends  beyond  technical  knowledge.  Betty  understands  the  symbolic  value  of  native  

cotton  and  its  connection  to  the  history,  identity,  and  memory  of  Lambayeque.  Therefore,  her  work  

represents  a  way  of  safeguarding  intangible  cultural  heritage.

•  Practical  transmission  of  knowledge  to  women  artisans.

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  is  a  bearer  of  traditional  knowledge  related  to  native  cotton  and  Lambayeque  

artisanal  weaving.  Her  knowledge  is  expressed  in  daily  practice  and  in  her  ability  to  transmit  this  

knowledge  to  other  women  artisans.

Her  leadership  has  a  significant  social  impact  because  it  helps  to  dignify  the  role  of  women  artisans.  Through  her  work,  

Betty  demonstrates  that  rural  women  artisans  can  lead  cultural,  economic,  and  community  processes  from  within  their  

own  territories.

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  lives  and  works  in  Pómac  III,  a  territory  linked  to  the  surroundings  of  the  

Pómac  Forest  Historical  Sanctuary.  This  connection  to  the  land  strengthens  her  sense  of

•  Design  and  production  of  textile  pieces  with  Lambayeque  identity.

•  Use  of  traditional  techniques  such  as  hand  weaving  and  backstrap  loom  weaving,  when  

appropriate  to  the  process  being  worked  on.

•  Promotion  of  the  cultural  value  of  manual  labor.

The  work  she  promotes  is  not  individualistic,  but  collective.  Each  piece  crafted  by  Fibras  Nativas  

represents  the  collaboration  of  women  who  contribute  knowledge,  time,  skill,  and  memory.  In  this  

way,  Betty  transforms  crafts  into  a  tool  for  local  development,  cultural  identity,  and  women's  

empowerment.

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  Betty  Zapata  Gonzales'  career  is  her  leadership  with  women  

artisans.  Her  experience  as  president  of  the  "Manos  con  Talento"  Women  Artisans  Association  for  

seven  years  demonstrates  her  ability  to  organize,  support,  and  represent  women  involved  in  textile  

work  with  native  cotton.

6.  Community  leadership  and  work  with  women  artisans

Currently,  through  Fibras  Nativas,  Betty  continues  to  build  a  network  of  women  artisans  in  Pómac  

and  other  districts  of  Lambayeque.  This  network  keeps  textile  traditions  alive,  creates  employment  

opportunities,  strengthens  skills,  and  contributes  to  family  incomes.
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This  background  demonstrates  her  commitment  to  the  conservation  of  the  environment  where  she  lives  and  works.  Her  

profile  thus  integrates  two  complementary  dimensions:  the  safeguarding  of  textile  cultural  heritage  and  the  protection  of  

the  natural  heritage  of  the  Pómac  region.

-  Winner

8.  Recognitions,  awards  and  distinctions

GR.LAMB/GR,  for  its  outstanding  career  in  artisanal  activity  and  contribution  to  strengthening  the  cultural  identity  

of  Lambayeque.  Chiclayo,  March  12,  2025.

innovation

Awards  and  competitions

Lime

In  Option  2:  Develop  your  experience  in  crafts  and  tourism

-  Ambassador  of  Lambayeque

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  has  received  various  official  recognitions  and  distinctions  for  her  artisan  career,  leadership,  

innovation  and  contribution  to  the  cultural  identity  of  Lambayeque.

Brand

In  addition  to  her  artisan  career,  Betty  was  recognized  and  accredited  as  a  Community  Volunteer  Park  Ranger  of  the  

Pómac  Forest  Historical  Sanctuary  during  the  period  2019–2021,  within  the  Pómac  III  sector  committee,  through  Head  

Resolution  No.  008-2019-SERNANP-JEF.

of  the 2024

March  2026.

-  Winner  of  the  2021  National  Entrepreneurs  by  Nature  competition

His  artisanal  work,  because  it  connects  textile  production  with  the  conservation  of  the  natural  and  cultural  landscape  of  

Lambayeque.

contest Are

Awarded  by  Sierra  Exportadora  in  2017

National  spaces  for  the  promotion  of  handicrafts,  tourism  and  culture.

Craft

the

GR.LAMB/GERCETUR,  for  its  outstanding  career,  cultural  contribution,  innovation,  and  commitment  to  the  

preservation  of  artisanal  traditions.  Chiclayo,  17th

Trade  fairs  and  promotional  spaces

-  Recognition  and  congratulations  for  artisanal  career,  cultural  contribution  and

Granted  by  Regional  Management  Resolution  No.  000013-2026-

Recognized  by  Regional  Executive  Resolution  No.  000094-2025-

Main  official  recognitions

From  this  perspective,  Betty  represents  a  craft  connected  to  the  land,  memory,  and  sustainability.  Her  work  not  only  

preserves  textile  techniques  but  also  promotes  a  respectful  relationship  with  the  natural  and  cultural  environment  that  

gives  meaning  to  her  identity.

of

-  Participation  in  Ruraq  Maki  2025,  Perú  Mucho  Gusto  Tacna  and  Perú  Mucho  Gusto

-  Third  place  in  the  National  Women  Entrepreneur  Award
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Pómac  III  

Forest  Sector  Committee,  period  2019–2021.

-  Participation  in  the  National  Handicrafts  Fair  “From  Our  Hands  2019”

Day

•  Participation  in  the  National  Andean  Tourism  Program.

Awarded  for  his  contribution  to  the  development  of  the  province  of  Ferreñafe  and  the  

Lambayeque  region.

Pomac

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales'  work  has  an  impact  in  three  main  dimensions:  social,  cultural,  and  economic.

•  Basic  photography  course.

These  experiences  have  helped  Betty  strengthen  her  management  skills  as  an  artisan,  improve  the  presentation  of  her  

products,  and  project  her  work  into  new  promotional  spaces.

9.  Participation  in  training  and  capacity  building

Awarded  by  the  District  Municipality  of  Pítipo,  for  her  merits,  career  as  an  entrepreneurial  woman  and  

contribution  to  the  artisan  activity  of  the  district.

On  a  social  level,  their  work  strengthens  the  role  of  women  artisans,  promoting  their  participation  in  a  production  and  

learning  network.  This  dynamic  allows  them  to

10.  Social,  cultural  and  economic  impact

•  Training  in  cotton  embroidery  techniques.

-  Recognition  for  revaluing  identity  and  ancestral  artisanal  practices

-  Participation  in  the  IV  Regional  Meeting  of  Backstrap  Loom  Weaving

Organized  by  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Trade  and  Tourism.

-  Recognition  for  the

Made  in  Chiclayo,  2018.

of

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  has  participated  in  various  training  processes  related  to  strengthening  artisanal  activity,  business  

management,  tourism,  innovation  and  cultural  promotion.

•  Business  management  training  aimed  at  local  populations  that  provide  tourist  services  within  the  Pómac  Forest  

Historical  Sanctuary.

Other  relevant  recognitions

•  Training  in  artisanal  innovation.

•  Training  related  to  communication,  finance  and  strengthening  of  artisan  businesses.

•  Participation  in  processes  of  recovery  of  textile  techniques.

-  Accreditation  as  a  Community  Volunteer  Park  Ranger  of  the  Sanctuary

Historical

Among  their  training  and  certifications  are:

International  Women's  Day

Machine Translated by Google



Their  work  integrates  knowledge  transmission,  cultural  promotion,  community  leadership,  women's  work,  and  economic  

sustainability.

Its  impact  also  reaches  the  regional  level,  positioning  Lambayeque  as  a  territory  of  living  culture,  traditional  crafts  and  

textile  knowledge  with  heritage  value.

On  the  cultural  front,  Betty  contributes  to  the  preservation  of  Lambayeque's  textile  heritage.

women  generate  income,  strengthen  their  capabilities  and  are  recognized  as  bearers  of  traditional  knowledge.

Their  work  with  native  cotton  keeps  alive  a  practice  that  connects  current  communities  with  the  memory  of  ancestral  

cultures  of  northern  Peru.

11.  Value  for  the  safeguarding  of  intangible  cultural  heritage

Betty  Zapata  Gonzales  contributes  directly  to  the  safeguarding  of  intangible  cultural  heritage  because  she  keeps  alive  a  

traditional  textile  practice  based  on  native  cotton.

On  an  economic  level,  Fibras  Nativas  creates  opportunities  for  families  in  Pómac  and  other  districts  of  Lambayeque.  The  

craft  thus  becomes  a  source  of  family  income,  local  development,  and  community  sustainability.

The  importance  of  her  work  lies  in  the  fact  that  she  doesn't  preserve  heritage  as  something  static,  but  as  a  living  practice  

that  adapts,  is  taught,  and  is  passed  on  to  new  generations.  Through  Fibras  Nativas,  Betty  has  created  a  space  where  

tradition

Textiles  become  learning,  product,  identity,  income,  and  community  pride.

His  career  demonstrates  that  intangible  cultural  heritage  can  be  a  development  tool  when  it  is  linked  to  community  

organization,  cultural  tourism,  artisanal  innovation  and  the  conservation  of  the  territory.
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OFFICIAL  RECOGNITIONS
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AWARDS  AND  COMPETITIONS
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